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Introduction
Since the 1980s, life-course gang membership over the life course has grown to be one of the most influential subfields in criminology, as the expertise gained from this viewpoint has pushed the field ahead. While research on gang membership predates the growth of developmental, life-course criminology, there are several similarities between the two areas. Increased use of generational, life-course perspectives in gang-related studies and scholars' ongoing efforts to establish life-course-rooted concepts unique to gang criminality may and have enhanced the analysis of gangs. The life-course viewpoint is at the core of both of these ideas, and it illustrates the importance of pursuing people, or gang members, throughout their lives. Observing gang-related problems through a cognitive, life-course lens allows for a more in-depth analysis of the factors that lead to gang activity, as well as potentially grounded studies of the factors that lead to gang involvement, interactions while in a gang, and factors that lead to gang release.
Gang Membership Over the Life Course
The collection, facilitation, and improvement models are three general theoretical structures proposed to describe gang membership's effect on delinquent participation. The preference strategy is consistent with hypotheses that explain criminal activity due to reasonably stable individual variation in criminal inclination. According to the same viewpoint, the connection between gang participation and delinquency is bogus since the same collection of factors explains both negligence and gang activity. In that same model, gang membership plays a predictive influence in forming delinquent activity by persuading and constraining opportunities for criminal and prosocial behavior across a learning experience similar to that defined by McGloin (2019). Lastly, the reinforcement model incorporates the assortment and enablement models, suggesting that gang associates are much more reclusive than non-gang youth well before they become active in gangs. The gang background exacerbates these discrepancies. "The youngsters who enter gangs have numerous deficits in several developmental domains, and becoming a part of a gang member further hinders their pro - social growth," according to Mallion, et al. (2020).
From a life-course viewpoint, the beginning of gang activity and the eventual exit from it can be viewed as crucial short-term changes that can reroute long-term courses. Sampson and Laub (2018) suggested four distinct mechanisms by which motivating factors can modify behavior and potentially redirect long-term criminal trends. As a consequence, assessing the validity of these overall processes to the gang context is crucial. "Activity is more likely to occur when a person's bond to society is stimulated," according to a life-course hypothesis of criminal behavior, that is compatible with more conventional social-control theories. 
"The gang boy's conception of his position is more vivid concerning his gang than concerning other social groups," wrote Sánchez-Jankowski, (2018) many years ago. Since he lives in the present, he sees his position in life as being in the gang; his membership in other groups is insignificant to him because the gang is his communal world.” In this way, vigorous gang activity is likely to be related to a loss of one's links to traditional society. The value placed on belonging to the gang and its delinquent peers will contribute to the “knifing off” of formerly apprehended prosocial involvements such as those to traditional peers, education, and parents.
Social experiences that include supervision and tracking and also "opportunities for funding for new relationships," are another part of turning points in general (Sampson and Laub ,2018)). According to the study, both explicit and implicit expectations for engagement and allegiance to the gang strengthen the gang's investment. Initiation practices and gang symbols are often used to reinforce commitment and allegiance to the gang. Moreover, gang-involved youngster's social status is often enhanced due to their willingness to engage in risky actions for the gang's advantage, such as threatening competing gang members.
While adolescence is a stage when most teens spend much more time away from family, and other people in authority, joining a gang amplifies this circumstance by exposing them to high-risk environments such as public forums where alcohol, narcotics, and rebellious peers, such as rival gangs, are available. For example, Wolff, et al. (2020) discovered that gang youth were more than three times as probable as non-gang youth to account affiliating with peers who had access to drugs and alcohol. The life-course theory of informal social regulation proposed by Sampson and Laub (2018) has been criticized for failing to adequately capture human agency's role in generating stability and improvement in deviant actions, such as the individual traits of identity, interpretation, and decision-making. 
Sampson and Laub (2018), in particular, as well as control philosophers in general, have been chastised for concentrating on the "shift agent, whereas the actor is portrayed as passing from puberty to adulthood largely unaffected, save for the good fortune of witnessing some or all of these events. In developing their life-course concept, Sampson and Laub (2018) clarified the role of contextual factors that contribute to turn around, particularly the malleability of distinctiveness, interpretation, and decision-making which may occur as a result of changes in the society, while also emphasizing that the involvement of any specific transformation event point is "controlled by expectations and human decision-making." Changes in emotional and cognitive self-concepts may occur as a result of transition events. 
The effect of gang membership, or what he called "street elites," on teenage personalities demonstrates how these conditions may rise participation in criminal and violent acts. As a result, "anyone who embraces the teenage ghetto pose of an elite exercising terror control without backing it up with material aggression risks embarrassment." According to Gipson (2019), a "rage identity" is a powerful predictor of violent victimization over the life cycle, with consequences independent of contemporary social bonds or prior offending. People come to saw themselves as rapidly irritated and fast to lead to violence, as per this view, through a phase of role-taking and recognition. 
This identity will change as people reexamine themselves when they take on innovative positions and see themselves through the prism of a efficient comprehensive other, even if it was affected by early childhood experiences with parents. What becomes apparent is that preexisting unsociable preferences and "behavior" are likely to affect the decision to join a gang, but that community interactions may exacerbate deviant self-concepts and thereby redirect criminal dynamics. In this way, gang-induced crime is motivated by more than a breakdown of social bonds; the gang's community interaction can also contribute to a reassessment of deviant personality.
CURRENT STUDY 
According to decades of study, gang membership is related to a significant rise in illegal activity, aligned with Ridgeway, et al. (2019) enhancement system. On the other hand, recent research indicates that selection effects play a significant role in gang membership and must be taken into account when estimating the extent of gang membership's impact on criminal and delinquent conduct. Even though, as Walters (2019) showed, current research on the causal effects of gangs on criminality remained strong after adjusting for selection effects. Far less is understood about how or why such associations induce behavior change. The current research aims to fill this gap in the literature by first examining the direct impact of gang activity on criminal activity by using propensity models to examine the significant effect of the onset of and perpetration from gang participation on illegal activity. We will more accurately assess if gang membership's impact on the involvement in criminal behavior is -
causal by concentrating first on gang membership's direct effect on the participation in crime and delinquent behavior using an unfalsifiable method. We developed gang onset and deviance as turning points in teenagers' lives to better develop an understanding by which gang membership induces behavioral change. As a result, we looked at gang membership's effect mostly on five aspects that Sampson defined as crucial for behavior modification turning points. To do so, we quantified each of the four main elements of turn point discussion, which are listed later. We looked at the effect of gang membership and deviance on youths' commitment to school and prosocial peers to see if the onset of gang activity is correlated with a "knifing off" of positive social attachments. 
If gang membership is associated with a turning point, we might assume that gang membership's onset will result in a decreased engagement to school and fewer extracurricular activities. Since one's conscience is directly tied to socialization attachments, we looked at the effects of gang membership on two measures assessing traditional beliefs: expected remorse for participation in delinquent actions and the appropriateness of the use of aggression. Because of the social root of remorse, when adolescents enter more delinquent social settings, such as gangs, their expected guilt for engaging in violence would likely decrease. Lack of restraint in the expression of aggression, greed, and designation needs—control usually manifested in the form of remorse or the development of pain risks one wary of trying to push the boys too far."
DATA 
The information used in this analysis was collected as part of assessing a law-related education program in a school environment. As a result, only schools that offered the service could participate in the assessment, which was limited to a sample consisting of schools. Our efforts to choose study sites are summarized as follows: 1. Over 200 schools were reported as having offered the program from one point in time but were approached to find out how it was going. 2. The assessment requirements were met by eighteen colleges (validation that the program was being trained in its entireness, leading a sufficient number of classes to match treatment and comparison groups). 3. Three schools turned down the chance to take part. 4. fourteen schools in nine cities across four states approved the test design and took part in the outcome assessment. 
The final sample of 14schools (eight in Texas, one in Mexico, two in Massachusetts, and three in Virginia) represents the fact that curriculum adoption was more perceptible in Virginia. The curriculum was taught in different classrooms depending on the grade. Since only a few teachers were qualified to teach the curriculum, random assignment was also not practical. The correlation classrooms were the existing grade-level socioeconomic groups that did not obtain the curriculum. For example, if the curriculum was implemented in two sixth-grade social groups, the correlation classrooms are now the remaining grade-level socioeconomic groups that did not receive the curriculum. In general, 47 classrooms obtained the curriculum, while 46 other classrooms served as controls.
DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION
Even though this study offers conclusive proof on how youth who join gangs undergo drastic deviations in their feelings, insolences, and actions, it emphasizes the importance of researching the gang penile sensitivity process. Since gang membership in adolescence has been linked to several traumatic life events in young adulthood, including arrests, lower academic achievement, teenage motherhood, and unstable jobs, further comprehensive research on the effects of gang membership is required. To comprehend well why anyone would short-term gang activity c, future studies should explore the desistance mechanism with higher numbers and different delay times than those used for the current study.
 The results of Sampson and Laub (2018) perspective on the life of juvenile growth have the benefit of being policy appropriate. This approach, in particular, stresses the importance of primary prevention and recommends new intervention pathways in the lives of gang-involved adolescents in the current research. In terms of primary prevention, existing findings indicate that gang membership has negative repercussions for criminal activity and sources of social capital, which can have a long-term influence on identity development. As a result, preventing gang involvement may have long-term effects in addition to the immediate effect on illegal activity. 
The current findings indicate that simply keeping youth out of gangs may not be adequate to mitigate the instant effects of their participation and that prevention efforts must also concentrate on the maintenance of social ties with traditional others. Providing youth with opportunities to draw on social capital sources, such as strengthened interactions with prosocial peer groups, school officials, and their parents, could be the most successful gang intervention. Considering the significance of identity in teenage development and gang membership's potential effect on personal self, interventions must also focus on identity readjustment. Unlike other cross-sectional studies, which have focused on single-site surveys with minimal racial diversity, this one involves several locations, participants of various races and ethnicities, and respondents of various ages. 
Attrition is a potential source of bias in this study, as it is in other cross-sectional studies. The concern is the sequential ordering of the key concepts under review; considering the methods mentioned earlier, the temporal organization of the main themes under study may be challenged. We can't eliminate the likelihood that gang membership was indeed the result of a change in these structures since the measure of criminality is dependent on an interval. Future studies should look at these issues of temporal order to address this constraint. The participants in the current study who reported joining a gang between data collection waves reported significant changes in emotions, attitudes, and behaviors, which aligned with Sampson and Laub (2018) theoretical structure. 
Finally, while tendency score analyses may assist in creating comparison groups in experimental studies, they are only as good as the reported explanatory variables used to balance the groups. Confirmatory factor tests could be used to align groups on both unobserved heterogeneity confounding factors, but random distribution of treatments cannot. Although the existing research used several time variables to balance gang and non-gang youths, it was still conceivable that an unexplained variable confounds the treatment-outcome relationship. Additional factors can be used in future studies to assess the origins of gang selection more precisely. 
The results have been influential in educating new and ongoing gang-related intervention program initiatives and identifying pertinent topical areas that need more attention from scholars. The onset of gang membership has an independent impact on criminality after correcting for preexisting disparities between non-gang and gang youth; gang membership is correlated with a substantial decrease in informal social controls, and benefits involved with the turning point system partly help facilitate the impact of the initiation of gang membership on criminality. altogether, these results begin to illustrate the community described as the primary distinguishing factor between youth groups and youth gangs.
In conclusion, while previous research has indicated that the social atmosphere related to youth gang membership affects behaviors, feelings, and eventually crime, the present study documented this complicated process by including data on youth before, throughout, and after gang membership. Future studies should look at gang membership and criminality from a social context, with more refined indicators of essential social bonds and the social-psychological mechanisms. According to research, the "timing" of most gang membership corresponds to the average start of criminal careers, which both happen around early to mid-adolescence. The phases during which individuals are directly involved in their gang crime and personalities and members' sudden or incremental gang-exit procedures have been investigated in studies guided by the evolutionary, life-course viewpoint. Overall, study driven by these models and hypotheses has discovered a slew of short- and long-term effects of gang membership. 
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